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Method

Survey period: October 2023 to January 2024.

Data collection:
- Responses collected through sample recruitment company (Qualtrics) 

and our own network.
- Extensive network of potential participants.
- Incentivise participation and ensure data quality by avoiding, removing, 

and replacing low-quality responses.

Target participants:
- Risk analysts within climate-sensitive organisations.
- All sectors and organisational sizes.



3

Who did we survey?
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Screening criteria

Organisations sensitive or impacted in some way by 
weather or climate.

Individuals with at least 1 year of experience.
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Broad representation of countries across Europe.

Strong representation from countries with larger populations.

Where are they operating?

9%



0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

Others

Activities of Households as Employers

Activities of extraterritorial organisations…

Real Estate…

Arts, Entertainment and Recreation

Administrative and Support Service…

Mining and Quarrying

Public Administration and Defence…

Other Service Activities

Accommodation and Food Service…

Human Health and Social Work…

Education

Professional, Scientific and Technical…

Financial and Insurance…

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing

Electricity, Gas, Steam…

Wholesale and Retail Trade

Water Supply, Sewerage…

Information and Communication

Transportation and Storage

Construction

Manufacturing

% of respondents (n=1850) 6

Mostly from national or multi-national companies (62%).

Types of organisations

Can select >1 option
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Survey findings
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How far into the future are organisations planning?
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Don’t know / not applicable

More than 50 years

Between 10 and 50 years

Between 5 and 10 years

Between 2 and 5 years

Between 1 and 2 years

Between 6 months and 1 year

Between 1 month and 6 months

Less than a month

% of respondents (n=1644)

76% plan 6 months to 10 years ahead. 



Climate impacts
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Organisations are affected by…
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Ocean change

Coastal change

Snow and ice

Wind

Wet and dry

Heat and cold

% of respondents (n=1864)

Can select >1 option
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10* most significant weather-related events/trends
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Don't know / not applicable

Frost

Lightning

Droughts

Severe wind storms

Surface water floods

Air pollution-inducing weather

Heavy snowfall and ice storms

Warmer climate over time

Heavy rainfall events

Extreme heat events

% of respondents (n=1864)

*37 categories available
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How weather/climate impacts organisations
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28
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33

34

43

Don’t know / not applicable

Others

Insurance costs

Finance

Markets

Logistics

External logistics

Your premises

Processes

People

% of respondents (n=1864)

Can select >1 option



Information use
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77% actively use information.

52% of non-users believe they might need such information in the 
future.

Altogether, nearly 90% of respondents either use or see potential 
value in using weather/climate information.

Use of weather or climate information
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What types of information?

Can select >1 option

2

18

20

25

29

33

38

62

Other types

Interannual/decadal prediction

Climate projection

Reanalysis

Seasonal forecast

Subseasonal forecast

Observations

Weather forecast

% of respondents (n=1443)
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Where are they getting it from?

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Climate projection (n=292)

Interannual/decadal prediction (n=258)

Seasonal forecast (n=421)

Subseasonal forecast (n=477)

Reanalysis (n=365)

Observations (n=546)

Weather forecast (n=652)

% of respondents

National Meteorological and
Hydrological Services / Gov

Copernicus Climate Change
Service (C3S)

Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC)

Private companies /
consultancies

Your organisation’s own data

Other sources

Don’t know / not applicable

> 70% pay

Can select >1 option
n=1186
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How is it being communicated?

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Climate projection (n=292)

Interannual/decadal prediction (n=258)

Seasonal forecast (n=421)

Subseasonal forecast (n=477)

Reanalysis (n=365)

Observations (n=546)

Weather forecast (n=652)

% of respondents

Raw data

Written text

Orally

Visually

Other mediums

Can select >1 option
n=1186
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Positive perception of quality
- 70% or over agreed with all 11 quality criteria (e.g. affordable, easy to 

access, timely, understandable).

Areas for improvement
- ~35% want information that is “easier to understand”.
- Enhanced reliability and accuracy of forecasts.
- Improved timeliness and accessibility of information.

High Confidence Levels
- Approximately 70% express confidence or high confidence in the 

relative quality of information they use.

User satisfaction?
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Decision time horizons: Most commonly planning up to 10 years ahead.

Climate impacts: Mostly commonly affected by extreme heat and heavy 
rainfall events. 

Information use: Existing reliance on historical and weather forecast 
information from National Met agencies and private companies.

Improvements needed: Communication, reliability, timeliness and access. 

In summary…
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Disparity between reported planning horizons and information use.

However, with advances in skill and increased 
access/familiarity/trust, climate-sensitive organisations with 
extended planning horizons should be more interested in using,
interannual to decadal predictions in the future. 

Demand for interannual to decadal information
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Any questions?



This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe research and innovation 
programme under Grant Agreement No 101081460. The sole responsibility for the content of this document 
lies with the ASPECT project and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Union.

Thanks for listening!
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