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Forecasts of cold spells
(4+ days below 10" percentile)

NAO- and blocking winter forecasts
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Forecasts of droughts
(SPI-1 index)

Winter skill comparison

Precipitation
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Model skill in forecasting weather regimes
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Model skill in forecasting weather regimes
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Model skill in forecasting weather regimes
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Concusions

« At forecast week 1 (days 5-11), sub-seasonal correlation skill in Europe is
quite high (always r > 0.6, even in summer weeks), so regime forecasts
might be able to beat direct forecasts.

» At forecast week 2 (days 12-18) and beyond, model correlation skill is still
to low (< 0.6), so the overall skill of WR in forecasting any climate index is
expected to be low too and not to beat direct model forecasts.

« Start weeks of December, January, February and August are the only
ones with correlation skill r > 0.6 also at forecast week 2, so they are the
most likely start weeks when regimes might beat direct forecasts.

» Globally, NAO- is the regime with the highest skill, so indexes related to it
are easier to forecasts with weather regimes.
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